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Remembrance  I  John Lisher

Welcome Mary Goldman
We are pleased to announce that Mary Goldman has joined us as 
Volunteer Coordinator. Many of you have already met Mary in her 
roles as docent and event volunteer. Mary graduated from UCSC with 
a degree in Ecology and Evolution. Since then she has worked as a 
field technician in Montana studying predator-prey relationships, 
acted as house manager for Shakespeare Santa Cruz, and coordinated 
the summer program for Gateway School. She is excited to be able to 
combine her love of natural history, people and organizing here at the 
museum. She looks forward to using her experiences of volunteering 
and being a docent for the museum to help the museum better recruit 
and serve its volunteers.  

	 Along with the rest of the Santa Cruz community, the Museum of Natural History mourns the 		
	 election-day passing of John Lisher. John served on the board of the Museum in the 1990s, and 	
	 assisted with the Museum Site Location Committee’s efforts in 1998. His fellow Museum 		
	 board member, Maggie Fusari, speaks for us all: “I had the pleasure of serving with John on the 	
	 Board of the Santa Cruz City Museum of Natural History for several years and I am sad that 		
	 Santa Cruz and especially his family and many friends have lost him; except for the memories. 	
	I  believe there must be many wonderful memories. John was a fine person, always positive 		
	 and supportive, always friendly and calm. He served Santa Cruz, especially the downtown area 	
	 after the earthquake, in many ways. He had a way of bringing people together, of making 
	 difficult decisions easy, of making other people feel confident and appreciated. In recent years 		
	I  liked to stop in at the store and chat, it was always a pleasure. John was one of those people 		
	 for whom his community will always be grateful.”  

Q

Did you know that there 
are between 600 and 
700 members of the mu-
seum? Not everyone has 
the time to meet them 
all in person, but we’d 
like to acquaint you with 
a few each newsletter.

How did you first find 
out about the MNH?

What led you to join?

Name one of your 
favorite events here.

What would you move 
from the old museum

to the new one?

Animal, vegetable,
or mineral?

Trish Canapa and Aidan Malmberg 
and younger brother Jordy  I  volunteer docents

Aidan  I  When I was about three I went there a lot because I was really interested in the front 
room. What I remember intriguing me the most was the acorn pounding. 
Trish  I  I spent most of my childhood in the Seabright neighborhood and Seabright Beach 
so the museum has always been part of my life. Back then, children had a lot more freedom 
to explore neighborhoods on their own, so my cousins and I would go to the museum all the 
time. It felt like a big adventure, but it was only two blocks away.

Aidan  I  Two of the older kids in my class, Julianna and Alaina, told our class about how they 
were docents at the Natural History Museum. I thought that sounded very interesting, so I 
waited until I was old enough and went to the trainings. 
Trish  I  When Aidan began studying the Ohlone last year as a third grader, I immediately 
thought of the museum. What is that saying about the “best way to learn is to teach”? Aidan 
has been eagerly awaiting a chance to do this. I can’t believe how much we have both learned 
in our short time with the museum.

Aidan  I  We haven’t been part of the museum long enough to see any of the events, but my 
favorite exhibit is the coyotes. 
Trish  I  We were so inspired by our “birding by sound” tour of Neary Lagoon that we want to 
participate in more activities about birding.

Aidan  I  I don’t know enough about the new museum.
Trish  I  A long time ago, there was a great bison in the animal room. That was one of my 
favorite things at the museum when I was young.

Aidan  I  Animal. I’ve been very interested in wildlife for almost my whole life, but I’m also 
interested in plants and minerals because they are part of nature, too.
Trish  I  Animal.

Member Profile Surfing Safari at the Mark Abbot Memorial Lighthouse: 
The Surfing Museum Accepts Donation of Early 1960’s O’Neill Surfboard

Marlene Gordon, who surfed in Santa Cruz in the 
1960s, recently unearthed her still-pristine, 
custom-made 1961 or 1962 O’Neill surfboard. 
Recognizing the historical importance of the board, 
she offered it to the Santa Cruz Surfing Museum.
We are very grateful to her for this treasure.
      The board is 9’ 4-1/4”, and is green and white. 
It has a redwood stringer and tail block, and a wood fin. 
It is in absolutely beautiful condition. Ms. Gordon rode 
this board at Manresa during her years in junior high 
and high school. Thanks to the efforts of the Surfing 
Museum Steering Committee, visitors can now see 
it on display at the Surfing Museum. When you enter 

the Lighthouse, go around 
to the left of the middle 
island and look up. See you 	

			   at the Lane!  
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City Council to Consider Closing Museums
At this writing, the Santa Cruz City Council is 

scheduled on Tuesday, December 9 to consider 
the possible closure of both the Museum of Natural 
History and the Surfing Museum. Regardless of the 
decision made on December 9, the Museums need 

your continued support now more than ever. 
Please check for updates on our website at 

www.santacruzmuseums.org 
and thank you for your membership and concern. 

Please consider asking your friends to join.
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Frank Perry removes the Sea Cow skull from the Museum’s 
specimen.

Museum 
NOTes

Plastics: The Project 
Moves On to the Central Library
This fall, in conjunction with Coastal Cleanup Day, the Museum hosted an exhibit called
“Plastics: The Project.” This exhibit was inspired, compiled, and executed by a group of 
4th – 6th grade students in the Sky Class at the Monarch Community School. Moved 
by a photograph of a dead Laysan albatross chick that had died from ingesting plastic, 
these students spent the 2007 – 2008 school year working on a project to keep plastics 
out of the ocean. They made five trips to Seabright beach to collect trash, which they 
washed, sorted, counted, and measured. Working with Hannah Nevins, a scientist 
at Moss Landing Marine Laboratory, the students also dissected albatross boluses 
(regurgitated indigestible material, like owl pellets) to find out how much plastic the 
birds were eating. 
	 The exhibit opened on September 20, and the Sky Class hosted around 70 of their 
fellow students at the Museum on October 9. Students who had worked on the project 
and the exhibit acted as docents, explaining their work, the effects plastics have on sea-
birds, and how everyone can help these birds by keeping plastics out of the ocean.  	 	

Headless Sea Cow
This past November, scientists from UC Berkeley made an unusual 
request of the Museum. They wanted to borrow our sea cow skeleton 
(Dusisiren sp.), but only the head! It turns out that the LA County 
Museum of Natural History has another skeleton of the same species 
(also found in Santa Cruz County in 1978 and excavated in part by none 
other than our own Frank Perry), but the skull was never found. LA’s 
Dusisiren skeleton is a bit smaller than ours, so a company in Ontario, CA, 
will make CT images of the skull, and then use that data to make a scale 
model of our sea cow’s skull to fit that particular skeleton. The specimen 
will be on display at the LA County Museum.  

 

20th Annual Illustrating Nature Exhibition
              May 2 through June 7, 2009 
                                        Mark your calendars for the 20th anniversary edition of our 
                                                                            Illustrating Nature exhibit. Look at our website 
	 	                                                                    in March for details on the Members’ reception 
                                                                          and anniversary celebration. 

Kennan and Karen Ward at the Rio
Thanks to front-page support from the Santa Cruz Sentinel, the Museum’s presentation 
of the work of Kennan and Karen Ward was well-attended. We thank our sponsors for 
their support of this event.   
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Bear catching a fish by wildlife 
photographer Kennan Ward.  

Students inspect ‘tree’ made from plastics 
collected at Seabright beach.
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Seabright Neighborhood
A S S O C I A T I O N

	 	 December 2008	
	 22	 Monday  –  Museum of Natural History 		
	 	 and Surfing Museum close for the 
	 	 holidays; re-open January 3    	

	 	 January 2009
	 3	 Saturday  –  10:00 am - 5:00 pm
	 	 Museum of Natural History and 
	 	 Surfing Museum re-open 	
	10-11	 Saturday and Sunday    
	 	 10:00 am - 5:00 pm 	 	
	 	 35th Annual Fungus Fair
	 	 Louden Nelson Community Center

	 20	 Tuesday  –  7:00  pm  	 	 	 	
  	 	 Pre-trip lecture for January 24 - 25 
	 	 Birding Trip  I  Lecture is reserved 
		  for registered participants only 

	 21	 Wednesday  –  5:00 - 6:00 pm  	 	 	
	   	 Surfing Museum Steering
	 	 Committee meeting 

	 21	 Wednesday  –  6:00 - 8:00 pm  	 	 	
	   	 SCMA board meeting

	 22	 Thursday  –  7:30 - 10:00 pm  	 	 	
	 	 Santa Cruz Bird Club  I  General 
	 	 meeting  I  Officers meet at 6:30

24-25	Saturday – Sunday
	 	 8:30 pm - 3:00 pm  I  Birding Trip
	 	 Morro Bay and the Carrizo Plain  
 

	 	 February 2009
	 4	 Wednesday  –  7:00 - 9:00 pm 	 	
	 	 Fungus Federation  I  Mushroom 
	 	 identification

	 18	 Wednesday  –  6:00 - 8:00 pm  	 	 	
	 	 SCMA board meeting

	 26	 Thursday  –  7:30 - 10:00 pm  	 	 	
	 	 Santa Cruz Bird Club  I  General 
	 	 meeting  I  Officers meet at 6:30

	 	 March 2009
	 4	 Wednesday  –  7:00 - 9:00 pm 	 	  	
	 	 Fungus Federation  I  Mushroom 
	 	 identification  I Open to the public	 	

	 17	 Wednesday  –  6:00 - 8:00 pm  	 	 	
	 	 SCMA board meeting	 	   

	 26	 Thursday  –  7:30 - 10:00 pm 	 	
	 	 Santa Cruz Bird Club  I  General 
	 	 meeting  I  Officers meet at 6:30

	 	

And LaserLight, who donated the use of a high-end digital projector.

Thanks for 
saving a tree!

 
The Museum of Natural History 

thanks those members 
who have elected to receive 
their newsletter via e-mail. 

Not only does this help us reduce 
our use of paper, but we are able to 
get news to you more quickly.
If you have not signed up 

for the e-newsletter but would like to, 
please send your e-address to 
lise@santacruzmuseums.org.



     

1305 East Cliff Drive  I  Santa Cruz, CA 95062
831.420.6115  I www.santacruzmuseums.org
FAX 831.420.6451  I Surfing Museum 831.420.6289
e-mail  I  staff@santacruzmuseums.org

Natural History Museum
Tuesday – Sunday  I  10 am–5 pm
Closed Mondays

Surfing Museum
Thursday – Monday  I  noon–4 pm
Closed Tuesday and Wednesday            
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Thank  You!

January I March 2009
Members’ Newsletter 

Pu b l i s h e d  Q u a r t e r l y 

Come one, come all to the 35th Annual Santa Cruz Fungus Fair and be a part of a uniquely 
Santa Cruzan tradition! See hundreds of wild mushrooms in a special exhibit highlighting the 
various species of mushrooms in the greater Santa Cruz area. Also featured this year, top chefs 
and epicures Todd Spanier (King of Mushrooms) and Massimo Caporale (Gelato Massimo), will 
team up for an amazing cooking demonstration to thrill your palate. Sean Baker of Gabriella 
Café, which has been proclaimed by Sunset Magazine as the “most romantic spot in Santa Cruz,” 
will be joining the Fungus Fair this year to demonstrate the fantastic flavors evoked from great 
mushroom dishes. Other highlights include mushroom identification experts, a special panel on 
mushroom poisonings, and learn mushroom basics in our popular Mushrooms 101 class. Bring 
the kids for great children’s activities including touch and smell mushrooms, clay mushroom 
building, mushroom dyeing, face painting and more!

We are also excited to present a new opportunity for Museum Members! Instead of our 
traditional Friday night preview reception, please join us at 9:30 am on Saturday, January 10, 
for a guided tour of the exhibits led by an expert from the Fungus Federation of Santa Cruz. 
Museum members will also receive a $1 discount on the cost of admission all weekend. Look for 
your postcard announcement in the mail, and please bring it to the admission desk as proof of 
your membership. And, as another first this year, two-day admission will be available at the 
following prices: General Admission: $12, Museum and Fungus Federation Members: $10.

Don’t forget that there are lots of opportunities to volunteer at the Fungus Fair and get free 
admission! Please contact Mary Goldman at 420-1168 to sign up.  

Thank You!
Mary Ann Hobbs

 for hosting the Holiday Tea 
for volunteers 

on November 11, 2008. 
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New
 SCMA 

Members  

W e l c o m e

Holiday Furlough
The museum will be closed from Monday, December 22, 2008 
through Friday, Janury 2, 2009.             

Board of Directors
Patty Quillin, President
Merc Martinelli, Vice President
Naomi Gardner, Secretary
David Tanza, Treasurer
	 Cathy Crowe	 Larry Pageler		
	 Joni L. Janecki 	 Delise Weir
	G lenn Nelson 
	 		
Museum Association Staff
Shauna Casey, Educational Programs Manager                                                
Mary Goldman, Volunteer Coordinator              
Lise Peterson, Operations Manager                 
Sarah Underwood, Education Assistant          

City Museum Staff 
Sally Heine, Administrative Assistant               
Tremain Jones, Museum Assistant              
Jenifer Lienau-Thompson, Director            
Lauren Berry                                                              
Garrett McCown                                                        
Jesse Shank }  Museum Attendants

Saturday and Sunday 
January 10 and 11 

10 am – 5 pm
Louden Nelson Community Center

 D a i ly  a d m i s s i o n 
General Admission I $7 

Museum and Federation 
Members I $6

Students and Seniors I $5
D o u b l e - d a y  p a s S 

General Admission I $12
Museum and Federation 

Members I $10

Through thickets deep in dark
The spears of sunlight rush

On brown and yellow mushrooms
Under every bramblebush.

—  B O RI  S  P A S TER   N A K

top I Aren with honey mushrooms. 
BOTTOM I Coral fungus.

 
Mark your calendars 
now for next year’s 

Fungus Fair, 
January 10-11.  

Eric Anderson and Kristen Ruegg
Celia Barry 
Dan Bronson
Ken Foster
Andrew Light
Michael L. Miller
John Warrick and Sherie L’Heureux
Nancy Woolf 




