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Calling All Volunteers  I  Please Join Us!!

Remembrance  I  Kirk Smith

Q

Did you know that there 
are between 600 and 
700 members of the mu-
seum? Not everyone has 
the time to meet them 
all in person, but we’d 
like to acquaint you with 
a few each newsletter.

How did you first find 
out about the MNH?

What led you to join?

Name one of your 
favorite events here.

What would you move 
from the old museum

to the new one?
Animal, vegetable,

or mineral?

Mitchell Sakolsky   I  volunteer docent

When I first arrived in Santa Cruz, I went exploring and 
came across the Museum in my wanderings. All who 
wander are not lost….

I grew up in NYC and spent so many wonderful hours 
at the American Museum of Natural History that I 
thought I’d like to pay that excitement forward, so I 
became a docent.

I actually love the tours that we give. Although we cover the same information, each one 
is different from the next and that keeps it interesting.

Certainly the Tide Pool Tank and anything else that’s “hands on”. Kids just love anything 
they can touch. 

Animal, hands down!!!
 

Member Profile

THANK YOU  I  Volunteers
The Kennan and Karen Ward Presentation
Thank you so much to everyone who volunteered for this event. 
	 Hillary Benton	 Heidi Morgan	 David  Williams   
	 Michael Fineman	 Jo Luttringer	
	 Jan Metz	G ary Luttringer
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Bear catching a fish by wildlife 
photographer Kennan Ward.
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The 35th Annual Santa Cruz Fungus Fair
			   This year’s Fungus Fair proved to be one of the best-attended in its 
			   35-year history. Nearly 3500 people visited the fair over the January 10-11 	
			   weekend, an increase of 30% from the year before. We would like to 
			   extend a warm thank you to everyone who volunteered their time and 	
			   energy to help make this event a spectacular success.
   
Nicole Albuquerque 
Julia Avila 
Alex Banks
Sara Banks
Maryellen Boyle
Joanna Bremser
Bryana Brits

Breta Holgers
Bob LaPointe
Chris Lay
Gloria Lee
David Moldoff
Heidi Morgan
Dania Moss

Nickie Nasr
Nick Nielsen
Jill Perry
Carol Query 
Jules Resnick
Karen Robertson
Andrea Round

Justin Jarratt 
Michael Fineman
Kelly Garbarino
Gail Gardner
Lani Hall
Rebecca Heine
Jeff Herring

Dee Bush
Tony Butterfield
Joel Cervantes
Bill Chase
Josh Cowan
Mari Doroud
Alice Dorr

Dan Slebir
Maria Smith
Jaime Valadez
Chloe Valdez 
Melissa Walker 
Justin Wernick  
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River Arts 
Festival
We’ll be participating in 
the River Arts Festival 
at San Lorenzo Park on 
Sunday, May 17th. This event 
celebrates the cultural and 
natural resources of Santa 
Cruz. Come on by and check it 
out! For more info go to www.
riverartsfestival.com   

Since the Museum has lost its funding from the City of Santa Cruz, we count on our 
volunteers more than ever. Right now our most pressing needs are for:

   Front desk attendant

   Garden Learning Center maintenance

   Exhibit setup and reception staffing for Illustrating Nature

   Tide pool caretaker

If you can help with any of these, please call Mary Goldman at 420-1168 or email at 
mary@santacruzmuseums.org.						                                                                                                                                	
				                                     Thank you!  

The Museum of Natural History mourns the passing of Kirk Smith, a longtime supporter of 

the Museum as well as many, many other organizations that also connected people with 

nature. Our thoughts are with his family at this time, and we thank them for sharing him 

with us for so long.  
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Wins Grants to Keep Museum Open
The Santa Cruz Museum Association has received $65,000 in grants 

since agreeing last month to take over operations at the Museum of 

Natural History. In addition to a $20,000 gift from long-time Museum 

supporters Robert Stephens and Julie Packard through the Community 

Foundation of Santa Cruz County, the SCMA also won $45,000 in one-

time grants from two anonymous donors, one of whom noted that 

“we truly value you in our community [and] are delighted to support 

your efforts.”  

According to SCMA Board President, Patty Quillin, “These donations are 

a wonderful validation of the work the Museum does in our community.  

They provide critical funds to help us continue operations through the 

end of the fiscal year and to develop a long-term strategy for the survival 

of the Museum. We will, however, continue to seek support from the 

community to help replace the $250,000 in annual City funding that 

was cut last December.”

In the short term, the Museum will reduce costs by shortening its 

schedule from six days to five; as of February, the Museum will be open 

Tuesday through Saturday. Between the second week in June and Labor 

Day, it will be open Wednesday through Sunday. The hours of operation 

will remain 10 am - 5 pm.  There will be no changes to the schedule of 

docent-led tours during the school year.

Please help us by

 	 Maintaining your membership in the Museum

 	 Encouraging your friends to join

 	 Telling everyone that yes, the Museum IS still open!

Please check for updates on our website at 
www.santacruzmuseums.org 
and thank you for your membership and concern.   

   2   7

		  March 2009	
	 21	 Saturday  –  9:00 - 10:30 am  			 
		  Gardening group workday 

	 26	 Thursday  –  7:30 - 10:00 pm  			 
		  Santa Cruz Bird Club  I  General 
		  meeting  I  Officers meet at 6:30 

	 30	 Monday  –  10:00 am - 1:00 pm  			
		  Volunteer Training  I  Front desk 
		  attendant 

		  April 2009
	 1	 Wednesday  –  7:00 - 9:00 pm 		   	
		  Fungus Federation  I  General 
		  meeting  I  Mushroom identification  		
		  Open to the public 	
	 15	 Wednesday  –  6:00 - 8:00 pm  			 
		  SCMA board meeting

	 18	 Saturday  –  9:00 - 10:30 am  			 
		  Gardening group workday 

	 18	 Saturday  –  11:00  am - 4:00 pm  		
	 	 Earth Day Celebration
		  San Lorenzo Park 

	 23	 Thursday  –  7:30 - 10:00 pm  			 
		  Santa Cruz Bird Club  I  General 
		  meeting  I  Officers meet at 6:30 
	  

		  May 2009
	 1	 Friday  –  7:00 - 9:00 pm 		
		  20th Annual Illustrating Nature 
		  exhibit  I  Invitation-only reception

	 2	 Saturday  –  10:00 am - 5:00 pm  		
		  Illustrating Nature open to the public

	 4	 Monday  –  10:00 am - 1:00 pm  			
		  Docent Training  for Illustrating 
		  Nature school tours

	 5	 Tuesday  –  School Tours of 
		  Illustrating Nature begin 
		  (continues through June 5)

	 9	 Saturday  –  11:00 am - 1:00 pm  			
		  Demonstration of Illustration Techniques  	
		  Meet some of the artists and learn how 	
		  they capture nature

	 16	 Saturday  –  9:00 - 10:30 am  			 
		  Gardening group workday 

	 16	 Saturday  –  11:00 am - 4:00 pm    		
		  Nature Notes and Sketches
		  Keeping an illustrated field journal
		  Sarah Rabkin

	16-17	Saturday  –  11:00 am - 6:00 pm    		
		  River Arts Festival  I  San Lorenzo Park

	 20	 Wednesday  –  6:00 - 8:00 pm  			 
		  SCMA board meeting  I  Annual 
		  members’ meeting

	 28	 Thursday  –  7:30 - 10:00 pm  			 
		  Santa Cruz Bird Club  I  General 
		  meeting  I  Officers meet at 6:30		

	 30	 Saturday  –  11:00 am - 4:00 pm  		
		  Natural Science Illustration 
		  for Kids  I  Christine Elder		    

		  June 2009
	 17	 Wednesday  –  6:00 - 8:00 pm  			 
		  SCMA board meeting

	 20	 Saturday  –  9:00 - 10:30 am  			 
		  Gardening group workday 

	22-26	 Monday – Friday 9:00 am - 2:00 pm  		
		  Art and Nature Explorer’s Camp
  		  Lynn Guenther

	 2 7	 Saturday  –  11:00 am - 2:00 pm
		  Super Summer Saturday: 
		  Live snakes  I  with Paul Haskin
		  Program free to children under 18	   
		    

	 	 Coming in July
	 	 Super Summer Saturdays
		  For complete program information, 
		  please visit our website.
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Connie Adams			 
Tanya Beat			 
Jill Beckett			 
Edward Bernett			 
Traci Bliss			 
Kathleen	 Bonner
Pauline Borsook			 
Dan Brumbaugh and Vivian Rogers	
Juanita Castro			 
Blythe Campbell
Isabel Corser			 
Marvin Del Chiaro			
Lyn Dremalas
Ecology Action of Santa Cruz	
Lisa Ford			
Elisabeth Green			 
Lynn Guenther			 
Catherine Hart			 
Janell Hillman			 
Charles Hubble			 
Tim Hyland
Christine Kiebert-Boss			 
Chris Lay			
Kathy MacLean			 
Teresa Mattos Fickel		
Susan Mauck			 
Tina McRorie			 
John and Ellen Moir			 
Danna Moreno			 
Eileen Morrissey			 
Valerie Nelson
David and Linda Patterson			 
Gina and Jan Reid
Jo Ann Resteigen			 
Irene Reti			 
Lila Rubenstein			 
Joni Sampson	
Iain Sanguinetti	
Daniel Schmida of Cypress Ag Consulting
Marty Schrank	
Hilde Schwartz	
Doug Shore	
Georgia Stigall
Jonah Susskind

Thank
You!



     

1305 East Cliff Drive  I  Santa Cruz, CA 95062
831.420.6115  I www.santacruzmuseums.org
FAX 831.420.6451  I Surfing Museum 831.420.6289
e-mail  I  staff@santacruzmuseums.org

Natural History Museum
Tuesday – Saturday  I  10 am–5 pm
Closed Sunday and Monday
Summer Hours beginning 6.10.2009
Wednesday – Sunday  I  10 am–5 pm
Closed Monday and Tuesday 

Surfing Museum
Thursday – Monday  I  noon–4 pm
Closed Tuesday and Wednesday            
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Board of Directors
Patty Quillin, President
Merc Martinelli, Vice President
Naomi Gardner, Secretary
David Tanza, Treasurer
	 Cathy Crowe				  
	 Joni L. 	Janecki 	
	G lenn Nelson
	 Larry Pageler
	 Delise Weir
	 		
Museum Staff
Shauna Casey, Educational Programs Manager                                                
Mary Goldman, Volunteer Coordinator              
Lise Peterson, Operations Manager                 
Sarah Underwood, Education Assistant          
Lauren Berry                                                              
Garrett McCown                                                        
Jesse Shank                                                                  
Mary Verutti

}   Museum Attendants

Earth Day Santa Cruz
Staff and volunteers from the Museum of 
Natural History will participate in the Earth Day 
Santa Cruz celebration on April 18 from 11:00 am 
- 4:00 pm at the San LorenzoPark Benchlands.  
Come visit us at our table!    

Galapagos 2010I Maggie Fusari will be back in the US and will 	
		                                                                    lead 2 trips to the Galápagos in 2010:

April 15 - May 2, 2010 - 15 days in Galápagos
April 29 - May 12, 2010 - 11 days in Galápagos

For information, itineraries, pictures, prices, 
and various explanations see the Galapagos 
Travel website: www.galapagostravel.com
Members will get a discount off the price 
and the Museum will get a donation for 
each passenger I sign up. If you are interested 
and want to be kept in the loop email: 
maggiefusari@gmail.com
  

Illustrating
Nature 

Artists whose work will appear in the show: 
Krista Anandukuttan	 FJ Anderson	
Cecilia Azhderian	 Elizabeth Bradford	
Cheryl Crowley	 Kelly Finan	
Meg Gibson	 Megan Gnekow	
Lauren Hennessy	 Jessica Huppi	
Noel Pugh	 Noel Sirivansanti	
Zel Stoltzfus	 Laura Vollset	
Catherine Wilson
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exhibit
Exhibition of Student Works from the Science Illustration 
Program of the University of California Extension

For the 20th year in a row, the Museum of Natural History is delighted to 
present its annual Illustrating Nature exhibit, a showcase of the works of 
the students in the Science Illustration program. After 20 years, we are still 
astounded by the students’ ability to observe closely, and reproduce 
faithfully, subjects as wide-ranging as beetles and buffalo, nasturtiums and 
nautilus, seed-pods and snakes. This year we will present dozens of works in 
watercolor, acrylic, pen and ink, colored pencil, and digital media. We will 
also feature the very popular case displays, the assemblages of objects and 
sketches that give us a glance into the lives of the artists at work.

Opening reception to honor the students – Members welcome!
Friday, May 1, 7:00 - 9:00 pm

Demonstration of Illustration Techniques  I  Meet some of the artists 
and learn how they capture nature.  I  Saturday, May 9, 11:00 am - 1:00 pm
  
Become a docent for the exhibit  I  Training session Monday, May 4; 
call 420.6113 to sign up

School tours offered from May 5 through June 5  I  Call 420.6115 to 
schedule your class

Illustrating Nature is co-sponsored by the Santa Cruz Museum Association and the Science Illustration program of the University of California Extension. 
One of the most prestigious programs of its kind in the nation, the Science Illustration prepares students who go on to have their work appear in top 
science publications such as National Geographic, Nature, and Scientific American, in as well as in institutions as close as the Monterey Bay Aquarium and 
as far away as the Kew Botanical Gardens in the UK.  

Eucalyptus melliodora foliage and flowers. 




